
Introduction

Many Seventh-day Adventists come with quotes like the one below to
argue that there can be no more truths to be revealed and accepted by
the Church. But Ellen White never affirms that there will be no more
truths, on the contrary. As we can see, the principle expressed in the
quote below is that the OLD LANDMARKS cannot be replaced by other
new truths:

Satan hopes to involve the remnant people of God in the general ruin
that is coming upon the earth. As the coming of Christ draws nigh, he will
be more determined and decisive in his efforts to overthrow them. Men
and women will arise professing to have some new light or some new
revelation whose tendency is to unsettle faith in the old landmarks. Their
doctrines will not bear the test of God’s word, yet souls will be deceived.
False reports will be circulated, and some will be taken in this snare....
We cannot be too watchful against every form of error, for Satan is
constantly seeking to draw men from the truth. {2TT 107.2}

She clearly says that even doctrines (revealed after the establishment of
the Old Landmarks - the foundations of our faith) accepted by the Church
can contain errors and that a more faithful study of the Bible can correct
them.

Said my Guide, “There is much light yet to shine forth from the law of
God and the gospel of righteousness. This message, understood in its
true character, and proclaimed in the Spirit, will lighten the earth with its
glory. 2MR 58

There is no excuse for anyone in taking the position that there is no more
truth to be revealed, and that all our expositions of Scripture are without
an error. The fact that certain doctrines have been held as truth for many
years by our people, is not a proof that our ideas are infallible. Age will
not make error into truth, and truth can afford to be fair. No true doctrine
will lose anything by close investigation. {CW 35.2}

Other brethren say that talking about certain delicate matters of the Bible
may offend God, that they belong to His infinite wisdom and we should
not get into such matters.

Nothing frightens me more than to see the spirit of variance manifested
by our brethren. We are on dangerous ground when we cannot meet
together like Christians, and courteously examine controverted points. I
feel like fleeing from the place lest I receive the mold of those who



cannot candidly investigate the doctrines of the Bible. {1SM 411.1}
Those who cannot impartially examine the evidences of a position that
differs from theirs, are not fit to teach in any department of God’s cause.

THE GODHEAD

There are those who say that the doctrine of the GODHEAD in Three
Persons is a Catholic invention and therefore we should not accept it,
because they believe that the trinity (invented by Catholics) means Three
distinct Divine Persons or GODHEAD (Protestant doctrine).

In the continuation of this study we shall see what the GODHEAD is, but
first let us see what the "trinity" is, because this is the primary
stumblingblock; most anti-trinitarians and trinitarians do not know where
the term comes from and what it really means.

++++++ The conception of the term "trinity" and its definition

The New Bible Dictionary explains that “the formal doctrine of the trinity
was the result of several inadequate attempts to explain who and what
the Christian God really is ... To deal with these problems the Church
fathers met in [A.D.] 325 at the Council of Nicaea to set out an orthodox
biblical definition concerning the divine identity.” However, it wasn't until
381, “at the Council of Constantinople, [that] the divinity of the Spirit was
affirmed.”

While Tertullian introduced the term “trinity,” what he taught and believed
is different to what the trinity doctrine is today. And since he introduced
this term, than that means the trinity doctrine as taught today did not
exist in the time of Tertullian. And if it did not exist in his time, then it
could never have existed in the time of Christ and the apostles.

Tertullian however did introduce pagan ideas into the worship service.
He taught oblations for the dead and made the sign of the cross on the
forehead of worshipers. He also dipped people three times to baptize
them. Tertullian freely admitted that he had adopted these ideas from
pagan teachings and could not support them from Scripture, but he
thought that if Christians adopted some heathen rituals of the pagans
that they would find it easier to join Christianity.

Wikipedia states what Tertullian believed on the Godhead:

Tertullian was just a forerunner of the Nicene doctrine and did not state
the immanent trinity. His use of trinitas (Latin: 'Threeness') emphasised



the manifold character of God. In his treatise against Praxeas he used
the words, “Trinity and economy, persons and substance.” The Son is
distinct from the Father, and the Spirit from both the Father and the Son.
“These three are one substance, not one person; and it is said, 'I and my
Father are one' in respect not of the singularity of number but the unity of
the substance.” In his book Tertullian against Praxeas, he also states
that the Son was not co-eternal with the Father and did have a beginning
as the begotten Son of God. He also did not teach that the Holy Spirit
was a literal being. So the trinity doctrine as we know it today did not
even come from the man who introduced the word "trinity".

So the doctrine of the trinity wasn't formalized until long after the Bible
was completed and the apostles were long dead in their graves, and long
after the man who introduced the word "trinity" was dead and in his
grave. It took later theologians centuries to sort out what they believed
and to formulate the belief in the trinity!

++++++++ Why do even those who believe in the trinity doctrine find it so
difficult to explain?

A Dictionary of Religious Knowledge states regarding the trinity,
“Precisely what that doctrine is, or rather precisely how it is to be
explained, Trinitarians are not agreed among themselves.” — (Lyman
Abbott, editor, 1885, “Trinitarians”)

The answer is simple yet shocking. It is because the Bible does not
teach it! One cannot prove or explain something from the Bible that is not
Biblical. The Bible is our only reliable source of divine revelation. And the
truth as we will see is that the trinity concept simply is not part of God's
revelation to mankind.

The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia acknowledges that
“'trinity' is a second-century term found nowhere in the Bible, and the
Scriptures present no finished trinitarian statement.” — (1988, Vol. 4,
“Trinity,” p. 914). It further states that “church fathers crystallized the
doctrine in succeeding centuries”—long after the apostles had passed
from the scene.

Martin Luther who was the German priest who initiated the Protestant
Reformation said, “It is indeed true that the name 'trinity' is nowhere to be
found in the Holy Scriptures, but has been conceived and invented by
man.” — (reproduced in The Sermons of Martin Luther, John Lenker,



editor, Vol. 3, 1988, p. 406)

++++++Pagan origins of the "trinity"

It would surprise many to know that the absolute beginnings of the three
in one trinity doctrine goes right back to the Tower of Babel on the plain
of Shinar by the River Euphrates many generations after the flood.

“The trinity got its start in Ancient Babylon with Nimrod - Tammuz - and
Semiramis. Semiramis demanded worship for both her husband and her
son as well as herself. She claimed that her son, was both the father and
the son. Yes, he was “god the father” and “god the son” - The first divine
incomprehensible trinity.” — (The Two Babylons, Alexander Hislop, p.
51)

Semiramis was soon hailed as “The Queen of Heaven” (Ashtarte). Her
symbol became the moon and her husband Nimrod, was called Baal the
sun god and hence his symbol became the sun.

So we find that the trinity has its origins all the way back in Babylon.

If God had not interfered and confused the languages then we would
have had no hope of any truth that we have today. We also find that this
worship of three was carried to all the different cultures that we have
today but they took on different names since God had confused the
languages as we find in Genesis 11.

So in Egypt, their trinity became Osiris, Horus and Isis. In Greece it was
Zeus, Apollo and Athena. And in India there was Brahma, Vishnu and
Shiva.They all had a yellow halo around their heads which represented
the sun god. The system of Rome adopted the same symbol where you
see saints with a halo around their head. Most tend to think that this
means they are holy but it actually represents the sun god. And speaking
of Rome, they had Jupiter, Mars and Venus.

++++++Catholic definition of the "trinity"

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p1s2c1p2.htm

252 The Church uses (I) the term "substance" (rendered also at times by
"essence" or "nature") to designate the divine being in its unity, (II) the
term "person" or "hypostasis" to designate the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit in the real distinction among them, and (III) the term "relation" to



designate the fact that their distinction lies in the relationship of each to
the others.

253 The Trinity is One. We do not confess three Gods, but one God in
three persons, the "consubstantial Trinity".83 The divine persons do not
share the one divinity among themselves but each of them is God whole
and entire: "The Father is that which the Son is, the Son that which the
Father is, the Father and the Son that which the Holy Spirit is, i.e. by
nature one God."84 In the words of the Fourth Lateran Council (1215),
"Each of the persons is that supreme reality, viz., the divine substance,
essence or nature."85

254 The divine persons are really distinct from one another. "God is one
but not solitary."86 "Father", "Son", "Holy Spirit" are not simply names
designating modalities of the divine being, for they are really distinct from
one another: "He is not the Father who is the Son, nor is the Son he who
is the Father, nor is the Holy Spirit he who is the Father or the Son."87
They are distinct from one another in their relations of origin: "It is the
Father who generates, the Son who is begotten, and the Holy Spirit who
proceeds."88 The divine Unity is Triune.

255 The divine persons are relative to one another. Because it does not
divide the divine unity, the real distinction of the persons from one
another resides solely in the relationships which relate them to one
another: "In the relational names of the persons the Father is related to
the Son, the Son to the Father, and the Holy Spirit to both. While they
are called three persons in view of their relations, we believe in one
nature or substance."89 Indeed "everything (in them) is one where there
is no opposition of relationship."90 "Because of that unity the Father is
wholly in the Son and wholly in the Holy Spirit; the Son is wholly in the
Father and wholly in the Holy Spirit; the Holy Spirit is wholly in the Father
and wholly in the Son."91

Conclusion: As it can be seen, there is much confusion in catholic
doctrine, but with careful study it can be summarized as this: The trinity
doctrine as it is defined today claims that God is made up of three
distinct personalities that share the same "nature", the same
"substance". Can we encounter this in our world today? Distinct persons
that share the same substance? Of course, people that suffer from
multiple personality disorder. Basically the trinity doctrine, as it is defined
today, teaches of a schizophrenic god. This has nothing to do with the
GODHEAD of the Bible.

+++ WHAT IS THE GODHEAD?



What does the Spirit of Prophecy has to say about the GODHEAD? How
did this doctrine develop in the SDA church?

Among the pioneers there were two groups: Trinitarian and Anti-
Trinitarian, however this was not an impediment to working together in
the proclamation of the third angel's message. Ellen White did not
declare her position until about 1900. Around this time and later she has
many quotes that reveal her belief about THE GODHEAD. It is for that
reason that it has not previously been accepted as biblical doctrine. The
Church presented that doctrine in 1913, while Ellen White was still alive,
and she did not oppose the fact.

Ellen G. White never used the term "trinity," although she referred to
three living Persons in the heavenly Trio. (Evangelism, p. 615):
There are three living persons of the heavenly trio; in the name of these
three great powers—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—those who
receive Christ by living faith are baptized, and these powers will co-
operate with the obedient subjects of heaven in their efforts to live the
new life in Christ.—Special Testimonies, Series B, 7:62, 63. (1905). {Ev
615.1}

===She believed in the fullness of Christ's divinity, declaring that Christ
was God essentially and in the highest sense He was with God from all
eternity, God above all, blessed forever. (Review and Herald, April 5,
1906; see Lift Him up, p. 16; Selected Messages, vol. 1, p. 247).

She also referred to the Holy Spirit as the Third Person of the Godhead:
Sin could be resisted and overcome only through the mighty agency of
the Third Person of the Godhead, who would come with no modified
energy, but in the fullness of divine power. (The Desire of Ages, p. 671).

Her comments, as compiled in Evangelism, pages 613-617, suggest that
she believed that the Scriptures teach the existence of three eternal
Divine Persons.

The Holy Spirit has a personality, else He could not bear witness to our
spirits and with our spirits that we are the children of God. He must also
be a divine person, else He could not search out the secrets which lie
hidden in the mind of God. “For what man knoweth the things of a man,
save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.”—Manuscript 20, 1906. {Ev
617.1}



The human mind is impressed in this ceremony, the beginning of the
Christian life. It means very much. The work of salvation is not a small
matter, but so vast that the highest authorities are taken hold of by the
expressed faith of the human agent. The eternal Godhead—the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Ghost—is involved in the action required to make
assurance to the human agent, ... confederating the heavenly powers
with the human that man may become, through heavenly efficiency,
partakers of the divine nature and workers together with Christ. {UL
148.4}

The Godhead was stirred with pity for the race, and the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit gave Themselves to the working out of the plan of
redemption. In order fully to carry out this plan, it was decided that Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God, should give Himself an offering for sin.
What line can measure the depth of this love? God would make it
impossible for man to say that He could have done more. {CH 222.2}

In describing to His disciples the office work of the Holy Spirit, Jesus
sought to inspire them with the joy and hope that inspired His own heart.
He rejoiced because of the abundant help He had provided for His
church. The Holy Spirit was the highest of all gifts that He could solicit
from His Father for the exaltation of His people. The Spirit was to be
given as a regenerating agent, and without this the sacrifice of Christ
would have been of no avail. The power of evil had been strengthening
for centuries, and the submission of men to this satanic captivity was
amazing. Sin could be resisted and overcome only through the mighty
agency of the Third Person of the Godhead, who would come with no
modified energy, but in the fullness of divine power. It is the Spirit that
makes effectual what has been wrought out by the world’s Redeemer. It
is by the Spirit that the heart is made pure. Through the Spirit the
believer becomes a partaker of the divine nature. Christ has given His
Spirit as a divine power to overcome all hereditary and cultivated
tendencies to evil, and to impress His own character upon His church.
{DA 671.2}

The Comforter that Christ promised to send after He ascended to
heaven, is the Spirit in all the fullness of the Godhead, making manifest
the power of divine grace to all who receive and believe in Christ as a
personal Saviour. There are three living persons of the heavenly trio; in
the name of these three great powers—the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit—those who receive Christ by living faith are baptized, and these
powers will co-operate with the obedient subjects of heaven in their



efforts to live the new life in Christ.—Special Testimonies, Series B, 7:62,
63. (1905). {Ev 615.1}

He determined to give His representative, the third person of the
Godhead. {6BC 1052.5}

As you openly renounced sin and Satan, the three great powers of
heaven pledged themselves to help you to overcome. {ST February 12,
1902, par. 9}

the three great powers of heaven, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, pledge themselves to cooperate with them, to work in and through
them.{ST March 11, 1903, par. 2}

Keep yourselves where the three great powers of heaven, the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, can be your efficiency. {ST May 10, 1905,
par. 8}

In the closing work we shall meet with perils that we know not how to
deal with; but let us not forget that the three great powers of heaven are
working, that a divine hand is on the wheel, and that God will bring his
purposes to pass. {RH May 5, 1903, par. 8}

The fact that you have been baptized in the name of the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit is an assurance that, if you will claim Their help, these
powers will help you in every emergency. {6T 99.1}

The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are pledged to co-operate with
sanctified human instrumentalities. {RH May 17, 1906, par. 14}

Throughout His [Christ’s] childhood and youth, He manifested the
perfection of character that marked His after life. He grew in wisdom and
knowledge. As He witnessed the sacrificial offerings, the Holy Spirit
taught Him that His life was to be sacrificed for the life of the world. The
Signs of the Times, August 6, 1896. {TA 166.3}

We need to realize that the Holy Spirit, who is as much a person as God
is a person, is walking through these grounds.—Manuscript 66, 1899
(From a talk to the students at the Avondale School.). {Ev 616.5}

Sin could be resisted and overcome only through the mighty agency of
the Third Person of the Godhead, who would come with no modified
energy, but in the fullness of divine power. It is the Spirit that makes
effectual what has been wrought out by the world’s Redeemer. It is by



the Spirit that the heart is made pure. Through the Spirit the believer
becomes a partaker of the divine nature. {DA 671.2}

work is laid out before every soul that has acknowledged his faith in
Jesus Christ by baptism, and has become a receiver of the pledge from
the three persons—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. {Ms57-
1900.11}

The Holy Spirit is the Comforter, in Christ’s name. He personifies Christ,
yet is a distinct personality. {Ms93-1893.8}

The Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, powers infinite and omniscient,
receive those who truly enter into covenant relation with God. {Ms27a-
1900.10}

**** The History of the "Trinity" in the SDA

BRO. WHITE: The following questions I would like to have you give, or
send, to Bro. Loughborough for explanation. ARSH November 5, 1861,
p. 184.1

W. W. GILES.
'Toledo, Ohio'.

QUESTION 1. What serious objection is there to the doctrine of the
Trinity? ARSH November 5, 1861, p. 184.2

ANSWER. There are many objections which we might urge, but on
account of our limited space we shall reduce them to the three following:
1. It is contrary to common sense. 2. It is contrary to scripture. 3. Its
origin is Pagan and fabulous. ARSH November 5, 1861, p. 184.3

These positions we will remark upon briefly in their order. And 1. It is not
very consonant with common sense to talk of three being one, and one
being three. Or as some express it, calling God "the Triune God," or "the
three-one-God." If Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are each God, it would
be three Gods; for three times one is not one, but three. There is a sense
in which they are one, but not one person, as claimed by Trinitarians.
ARSH November 5, 1861, p. 184.4

2. It is contrary to Scripture. Almost any portion of the New Testament
we may open which has occasion to speak of the Father and Son,
represents them as two distinct persons. The seventeenth chapter of



John is alone sufficient to refute the doctrine of the trinity. Over forty
times in that one chapter Christ speaks of his Father as a person distinct
from himself. His Father was in heaven and he upon earth. The Father
had 'sent' him. 'Given' to him those that believed. He was then to 'go to'
the Father. And in this very testimony he shows us in what consists the
oneness of the Father and Son. It is the same as the oneness of the
members of Christ's church. "That they all may be one; as thou, Father,
art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us; that the world
may believe that thou hast sent me. And the glory which 'thou' gavest me
I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one." Of one
heart and one mind. Of one purpose in all the plan devised for man's
salvation. Read the seventeenth chapter of John, and see if it does not
completely upset the doctrine of the Trinity. ARSH November 5, 1861, p.
184.5

To believe that doctrine, when reading the scripture we must believe that
God sent himself into the world, died to reconcile the world to himself,
raised himself from the dead, ascended to himself in heaven, pleads
before himself in heaven to reconcile the world to himself, and is the only
mediator between man and himself. It will not do to substitute the human
nature of Christ (according to Trinitarians) as the Mediator; for Clarke
says, "Human blood can no more appease God than swine's blood."
Com. on 2 Samuel 21:10. We must believe also that in the garden God
prayed to himself, if it were possible, to let the cup pass from himself,
and a thousand other such absurdities. ARSH November 5, 1861, p.
184.6

Read carefully the following texts, comparing them with the idea that
Christ is the Omnipotent, Omnipresent, Supreme, and only self-existent
God: 1 Corinthians 15:28, etc. ARSH November 5, 1861, p. 184.7

The word trinity nowhere occurs in the Scriptures. The principal text
supposed to teach it is John 1, and remarks at close of chap. ARSH
November 5, 1861, p. 184.8

This doctrine of the trinity was brought into the church about the same
time with image worship, and keeping the day of the sun, and is but
Persian doctrine remodeled. It occupied about three hundred years from
its introduction to bring the doctrine to what it is now. It was commenced
about 325 A. D., and was not completed till 681. See Milman's Gibbon's
Rome, vol. iv, p.422. It was adopted in Spain in 589, in England in 596,
in Africa in 534. - Gib. vol. iv, pp.114,345; Milner, vol. i, p.519. ARSH
November 5, 1861, p. 184.10



J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH.
'(To be continued'.)

***

The doctrine of the GODHEAD (NOT trinity) is one of our distinctive
doctrines and is grounded in the Word of God. Sadly in the church
manual, which is of dubious origin, the chapter containing the truth about
the GODHEAD is entitled "THE TRINITY". The title refers entirely to
something other than the content of the chapter.

During the last few years the doctrine of the GODHEAD has been
attacked and it has been claimed that we did not always believe in it and
that our pioneers greatly opposed it, but a careful study of their writings
and the history of the doctrine of the GODHEAD in our church will show
us that this doctrine was always there and was always taught and
believed by the pioneers.

Acts 20
20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the
which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of
God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.
20:29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter
in among you, not sparing the flock.
20:30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things,
to draw away disciples after them.

This is a clear biblical warning against the uprising of wolves in the
bosom of the church who would come and teach foreign things to it and
would draw many after them.

During these last years, there has been an anti-Trinitarian movement
inside the church, spreading false concepts taken from some of the
writings of the pioneers of the church and even from the writings of the
Spirit of Prophecy, out of context, to demerit the Holy Spirit and place
Him at a lower level as if He was not one of the three Persons of the
GODHEAD.

It is true that some church pioneers wrote concepts apparently against
the GODHEAD, but to understand the meaning of what they said, and
what "trinity" they were refering to, we must consider the following:



The "trinity" they opposed is NOT the Protestant GODHEAD.

In studying the writings of the Adventist pioneers some of them did not
oppose the GODHEAD as Ellen White conceived it and as we believe
today based on Scripture.

Between 1855 and 1877, during those 23 years, only six articles were
written in the Review and Herald, in which the pioneers spoke against
the Catholic trinity, which during that time had also been going through
difficult times because of the concepts of some theologians.

The pioneers opposed the Catholic trinity of the time that taught the
existence of three beings in one and one in three.

1. The James White Case

We must keep in mind that Joseph Bates and James White had been
members of the Christian connection church, which rejected the doctrine
of the trinity, James White was an ordained pastor of that church. When
he and Bates joined the Adventist movement, they continued to maintain
the anti-Trinitarian vision they had learned in their former denomination
in which they believed that Jesus was not an equal being with the Father.

===In 1852, he wrote that Christ was not the same person as God the
Father, as taught by the Trinitarians. He rejected "the ancient Trinitarian
absurdity," that "Jesus Christ is the true and eternal God (Father, n. tr.)"
(RH, August 5, 1852).
In the following year James reaffirmed his full belief in the divinity of
Christ (RH, September 8, 1853; also in RH, October 12, 1876).

In 1877, James published an article entitled, "Christ equal with God" (RH,
29 November 1877). He mentioned his full belief in the divinity of Christ
again, near the end of his life (RH, July 5, 1880).

"The way spiritualizers have sold or denied the one Lord God and our
Lord Jesus Christ is first using the ancient, unbiblical Trinitarian creed,
namely, that Jesus Christ is the eternal God, though they have no
passage to prove it, while we have abundant evidence from Scripture
that He is the Son of the Eternal God(The Day Star, January 24, 1846).
The assertion that the sayings of the Son and his apostles are the
commandments of the Father is as far from the truth as the ancient



Trinitarian absurdity that Jesus Christ is the great and eternal God (the
Father, n.d., n.d.). tr.) (Review and Herald, Vol. 3, N 7, p. 52, para. 42;
August 5, 1852). Jesus prayed that his disciples might be one as he was
one with his Father. This prayer did not contemplate a disciple with
twelve heads, but twelve disciples, made one in object and effort in the
cause of their master. The Father and the Son are not parts of the triune
God. They are two distinct Beings, though one in the design and
fulfillment of redemption (Life Incidents, p. 343, 1868). The inexplicable
Trinity that makes the GODHEAD three in one and one in three, is very
bad; but the Ultra Unitarism that makes Christ inferior to the Father is
worse. Could God have said to an inferior, <Let us make man in our
image>? " (Review and Herald, November 2, 1877)

1. The Underwood case:

Let's analyze the case of underwood, who wrote against the trinity and
then when he learned the divine revelation through Ellen White this man
rethought and changed his concept about the Holy Spirit:

R. A. Underwood, president of the Ohio Association, is a clear example
of what happened to many of the pioneers of the Adventist Church. Like
most of them, he held a semiarrian vision of Christ, with a marked
subordinationism. Thus, in an article he wrote for the Adventist Review of
August 13, 1889 [Adventist Review 13-8-1889], entitled "The Work of
Christ," he very well represented this subordinationist view, stating:
"Christ recognizes and will always recognize that all that is, is his
Father's, and will always be subject to him" Christ and His Work].

Nevertheless, Underwood was one of the first to understand the
development that had taken place in Ellen White's concept of the
GODHEAD. The same year she published in The Desire of Ages this
quote about Christ: "In Christ there is original life, which does not come
from or derive from another. He that hath the Son hath life. The divinity of
Christ is the believer's guarantee of eternal life" (p. 489) and affirmed
that the Holy Spirit is "the third person of the GODHEAD" (p. 625).

Underwood changed his position.

Thus, in an article that appeared in the Adventist Review of May 17,
1898 [Adventist Review 17-5-1898], entitled "The Holy Spirit, One
Person," he stated forcefully:

"It seems strange to me, now, to have believed that the Holy Spirit is only
an influence, in view of the work He does. But we want the truth because



it is the truth, and we reject the error because it is error, no matter what
position we have held in the past, or whatever difficulty we may have
had, or may have now, when we see that the Holy Spirit is a person [The
Holy Spirit a Person].

In addition, he added, "it is Satan's plan to destroy all faith in the
personality of the Godhead: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit."

How did Underwood come to consider the Holy Spirit to be the third
person of the Godhead? He makes this clear by quoting Ellen White's
1906 manuscript of "Special Testimony" no. 10, where she herself
declares the Holy Spirit to be "the third person of the GODHEAD.

3. The case of Uriah Smith:
Originally, Uriah Smith and others taught that Christ was the first created
being. But later he took the position that Christ was the only begotten,
not created.

Writings of the Pioneers Against Trinitarianism in One Person

The Adventist pioneers fought against the concept of one person
manifesting in three ways, which is the same concept as the
Pentecostals today who say that there is only Jesus and that he is the
great God, and that there are no distinct Father and Holy Spirit, but that
they are the same Jesus.

That same concept was held by some Catholic theologians of the time
and which the pioneers opposed:

"[Speaking of the doctrine of the Triune God]: That one person is three
persons, and that three persons are only one person, is the doctrine that
we say is contrary to reason and common sense... Our Creator has
made it absurd for us, that one person be three persons, and that three
persons be one person; and in His revealed Word, He has never asked
us to believe that. Roy F. Cottrell, RH, July 6, 1869.

"The inexplicable Trinity that makes the GODHEAD three in one and one
in three is bad enough; but that ultra Unitarianism that makes Christ
inferior to the Father is worse. Did God say to an inferior, 'Let us make
man in our image'?". James White, RH, November 29, 1877. [Note that
James White was careful to mention that Christ was not inferior to the
Father].



J. N. Andrews
The doctrine of the Trinity which was established in the church by the
council of Nicea in 325AD...This doctrine destroys the personality of
God, and of His Son Jesus Christ, our Lord. The measure of the infamy
by which this was forced upon the church and which appears on the
pages of ecclesiastical history may be a source that causes every
believer in this doctrine to be ashamed (Review and Herald, Vol. 6, N 24,
p. 185, March 6, 1855).

As can be noted they did not oppose the biblical GODHEAD as it is
understood by the church and as it is stated in Ellen White's writings,
they opposed the idea that there is only one person who manifests
himself in three ways and that that person is Jesus and that there is
neither Father nor Holy Spirit as two independent persons but they are
manifestations of that one person who is Jesus as the only God - a
concept that was taught by some Catholic theologians and that today is
accepted by the Pentecostals.

Other evidences :

Between 1898 and 1900, the Review and Herald printed three articles
from "The King's Messenger", which transmitted clear Trinitarian
teachings. The first appeared in the Review and Herald of September 20,
1898 [AR 20-9-1898 Cover], and was entitled "The God-man. It says:
"The God-man is Emmanuel, God with us; God with us in the person and
presence of the Holy Spirit." Here the Holy Spirit is a divine person.

The second article, which appeared in the Adventist Review of January
16, 1900 [AR 16-1-1900 - Cover], in the article entitled "The Third
Person" [AR 16-1-1900 - Page 3], censored the fact that Christians
worship the Father and the Son, but "do not give the place of power and
authority to their representative, the blessed Holy Spirit." The personal
pronoun "He" is used throughout the article to refer to the Holy Spirit, in
contrast to the impersonal pronoun "it".

The trinity in Adventism:

1980 - Trinity (Adventist) Adv/Rev 158, nr 31, p4 - "The Scriptures teach
that the One God exists as three distinct Persons, the Trinity.

1900 - the word "triune" (or trident, defined as three in one, trinity) is
used.



1931 - the word "trinity" has been introduced into the doctrine manual.

1980 - the doctrine of the "trinity" was officially approved in SDA.

Present time - the use of trinity, coeternal(jointly eternal; that is that they
are not independently eternal). The definition is almost exactly as the
catholic one. (www.adventist.org/en/beliefs/god/trinity)

The third article appeared in the Adventist Review of April 3, 1900 [AR 3-
4-1900 - Cover] and is an even more evident proof of the change that
had begun to take place in the Adventist Church with respect to the
doctrine of the GODHEAD. It is also mentioned that He is a distinct
Person, "but always in connection with Christ". Finally, the article advises
the reader: "Beloved, let Him [the Holy Spirit] show you how surprisingly
beautiful are the closely united persons of our triune God, manifested by
the personal presence of the Holy Spirit."

1930–General Conference votes to publish a Church Manual. In 1883
the G.C. session had voted NO.They also decided it was time for a new
statement of beliefs.This is the third “wrong step” toward ecumenism.
Attitudes have now changed and become more liberal. Theological
wounds have “healed.” The last of the pioneers has died and their voices
are no longer heard. Leadership wants to change the old SDA doctrines
on (1) The final atonement in heaven, (2) The human nature of Christ, (3)
The place of Scripture and prophecy in the church, and (4) The doctrine
of the Trinity as taught by evangelicals. Ellen White warns, “In no respect
is God’s work to be circumscribed by man-made restrictions. Many of the
ambitious plans and policies that have been made are not endorsed by
Him.” (1MR 245)

1931–Church leaders in Africa request a "statement" that will “assist in a
better understanding of our work.”(27 Fundamental beliefs Introduction)
In answer to the request, a suitable Statement of Faith is placed in the
1931 Yearbook.
1931–Yearbook with new Statement of Beliefs is published without a
vote or authority. The G.C President C.H. Watson is voted the authority
to select a committee of four men of which he is a member, to prepare a
statement for publication in the Yearbook. The four are G.C Associate
Secretary M.E Kern, Review editor F.M Wilcox, manager of Review and
Herald E.R. Palmer, and G.C President C.H Watson. Francis McLellan
Wilcox, editor for the Review and Herald (for 33 years), alone writes up
the new Statement of Beliefs with 22 Fundamental Beliefs with the



approval of the committee and passes it over to Edson Rogers (G.C
statistician from 1903-1941) who places it in the 1931 Yearbook. Leroy
Froom would later claim there was a consensus because no one
complained.He fails to mention the church was unaware of this
action.President Watson knows, but does not seek to take official action.
Thus the Statement of Beliefs is added not by approval of the G.C, but
“by common consent” and is “accepted without challenge.” (Froom,
Movement of Destiny, p. 414)The first two fundamental principles of
James White
(1872/1874/1889-1914 Yearbooks) state in part, “1. That there is one
God,...everywhere present by His representative, the Holy Spirit. 2. That
there is one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Eternal Father... that He
took on Him the nature of the seed of Abraham for the redemption of our
fallen race...” The 1931 Yearbook now states, "That the Godhead, or
Trinity, consists of the Eternal Father,...the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of
the Eternal Father,...the Holy Spirit, the third person of the GODHEAD..."
(p. 377)

1936–The General Conference Sabbath School Committee publishes a
series of Sabbath School lesson studies (starting with the 4th quarter
1936 to the 2nd quarter 1938)for the church which is intended to show
the world what Seventh-day Adventists officially believe, and purportedly
to show that the church still upholds the Adventist Pioneer position on
the nature of God and Christ. The G.C Committee voted six men
including F.M Wilcox and M.E Kernin late 1935 to sit with the Sabbath
School Department Lessons Committee when they compile the studies
on essential Bible doctrines. The studies apply Trinitarian language to
non-Trinitarian belief, in effect subtly reinterpreting it in Trinitarian terms.
In the third week of the 4th quarter 1936 lesson under the title "The
Godhead", the word Trinity is used twice, once as a heading and once as
a sub-heading. Under the "Trinity" heading, they state that "three powers
wrought in the work of creation," and that "the name God is used of the
Father, of the Son, and of the Spirit--a kind of heavenly family name.
These three constitute the Godhead." Then under the heading "Unity of
the Godhead", they state, "The Father is in the Son, and the Son is in the
Father. The Spirit is 'the Spirit of God' and 'the Spirit of Christ.' Hence all
three dwell together, and the three are one."(Lesson 3, p.10)The only
other time that the word Trinity is mentioned again is in Lesson 10, which
states, "Since the divine Trinity is composed of three persons, there is
established a personal relationship between the GODHEAD and the one
baptized." (Dec. 5, p. 31)



But it was only well into the 1940s that the discussions of Christ's divinity
continued within the church.

By the 1950s, the church could say that it would be recognized as a truly
Trinitarian denomination.

Prior to the 1980 assembly in Dallas, the General Conference sent to the
world divisions a proposed declaration containing 27 fundamental
beliefs. During the assembly, a revised version, incorporating many
suggestions made by the world camp, was analyzed and voted on as an
expression of the fundamental beliefs of the Seventh-day Adventists.
The second belief states: "There is one God, who is a unity of three
coeternal persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God is immortal,
almighty, omniscient, superior to all, and omnipresent. He is infinite and
beyond human comprehension; yet He can be known through his own
self-revelation. He is eternally worthy of reverence, worship, and service
on the part of all creation."
About the Son, it includes the phrase "Though he is truly God,
everlasting, he also became truly man."

Ellen White and the Trinity:

Belief number 5, entitled "God the Holy Spirit," begins with the sentence:
"God the Holy Spirit was active with the Father and the Son on the
occasion of creation, incarnation, and redemption." This way the
fundamental beliefs support the doctrine of the GODHEAD wrongly
named Trinity.
Ellen G. White taught that in Christ "there is original life, which neither
comes nor derives from another." That could only be true if he is God in
the highest sense, and did not derive his existence from the Father.
About the Holy Spirit, she urged students at Avondale College in 1899:
"We need to realize that the Holy Spirit, who is as much a person as God
is a person, is walking through these grounds."—Manuscript 66, 1899
(From a talk to the students at the Avondale School.). {Ev 616.5}
In the context of the Kellogg crisis in 1905, he wrote a warning to medical
workers, endorsing the doctrine of GODHEAD: "The Father is all the
fullness of the GODHEAD bodily, and invisible to mortal eyes. The Son is
all the fullness of the manifested GODHEAD. [...] The Comforter, whom
Christ promised to send after ascending to heaven, is the Spirit in all the
fullness of the GODHEAD, manifesting the power of divine grace to all
who receive Christ and believe in Him as a personal Saviour. There are
three living Persons in the heavenly trio; in the name of these three great



powers-the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit-those who receive Christ
through faith are baptized, and these powers will collaborate with the
obedient subjects of heaven in their efforts to live the new life in Christ."

Only one who believed in this doctrine could speak of "three living
persons in the heavenly trio". Anti-Trinitarians would not use this
language. What's more, their statements surprised many people. M. L.
Andreasen relates: "I remember how astonished we were when The
Desire of Ages was published, for it contained some things we could not
believe. Among other things, there was the doctrine of the trinity
(GODHEAD, n.tr.), which was not generally accepted by the Adventists
of the time." Cited in RusselHolt, "The Doctrine of the Trinity in the
Seventh-day Adventist Denomination" (Andrews University, 1969), p. 20.

The Desire of Ages

The erroneous concept that many had about Jesus and the teaching that
he was the only God and that there was neither Father nor Holy Spirit,
and the erroneous influences that detracted from His divinity were
clarified in the church and its pioneers with the publication of this book
because in it very important aspects were clarified.

a) Jesus was not just any human being, He was the Son of God.

b) There was not only Jesus as the only being who manifested Himself in
three ways, there was also a Father and a Holy Spirit.

c) She affirmed that the Holy Spirit is a person, mentioning Him as "the
third person of the GODHEAD", a concept that she would expand on in
later writings.

After Ellen White wrote these statements, there was a change of heart
regarding the GODHEAD, accepting that there are three divine Persons
who exist eternally as the GODHEAD.

The leap came with the publication of Ellen White's article entitled
"Christ, the Giver of Life," in the newspaper Signs of the Times, in 1897,4
and from the book The Desire of Ages, in 1898. In the article, after
quoting John 10:18 ("No one takes [my life] from me, but I lay it down of
myself"), She declares: "In Christ there is original life, which neither
comes from nor derives from any other." 5 In The Desire of Ages, she
quotes the occasion on which Jesus answers the Jews, according to
John 8:58: "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am,"
and comments: "There fell silence upon the vast multitude. The name of



God, given to Moses to express the eternal presence, had been claimed
as His by this Galilean Rabbi. He had proclaimed Himself as the one
who had His own existence, the one who had been promised to Israel,
'whose origin is of old time, from the days of eternity'.

In The Desire of Ages, she writes that "sin could be resisted and
overcome only by the powerful intervention of the third person of the
GODHEAD, who was to come not with modified energy, but in the
fullness of divine power" (p. 625). This is how the text has been read
since its first publication in 1898.

Where is this statement from The Desire of Ages coming from? We find it
in a letter that Ellen White addressed to "My Brethren in America," dated
February 6, 1896. She wrote: "Evil had been accumulating for centuries,
and could only be repressed and resisted by the mighty power of the
Holy Spirit, the third person of the GODHEAD, who would come not with
modified energy, but in the fullness of divine power." This letter was
copied and sent from Australia to church leaders at Battle Creek, where
the president of the General Conference, O. A. Olsen, published it the
following year in a pamphlet circulated among church leaders and
ministers (Special Testimonies, No. 10, pp. 25-33). This publication of
that time provides other evidence - beyond the obvious copyright date -
that this passage from The Desire of Ages is as it was read in its first
publication of 1898.
A few pages later, she repeats the statement that "in Christ there is
original life, which neither comes from nor derives from another." These
statements describe Christ as God in the highest sense. "He was equal
to God, infinite and omnipotent... He is the eternal and self-existent Son."

Conclusion:

Our faithful pioneers knew that it was Trinitarianism and that
Trinitarianism speaks of ONE BEING manifested in three different ways
and three persons in one, existentially dependent on one another.
The faithful pioneers did not oppose the correct Biblical doctrine of the
GODHEAD, or Three Distinct Eternal Persons where Each has eternal
life in Himself, independent of the Others.
Sister White NEVER used the word "trinity". This should make us think
why?
The church established the doctrine of the GODHEAD as one of its
doctrines since 1913 and confirmed it in 1931 and today it is part of our
main doctrines, founded on the Bible.
The fact that it was called "trinity" after the faithful pioneers demasked
the Catholic trinity shows that the church was infiltrated by Jesuits even



then, just as Sister White saw it in vision.

We close with the words of one of Ellen White's sons, Arthur L. White:

One of these cases relates to the personality of God and it involves the
"trinity". I have not been able to find a case in which Ellen White uses the
term "trinity". However, she was clear on the theme of "the three highest
powers in heaven: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit" (Evangelism,
617). EGWW 156,2

This study was made with the help of the Great Creator and Savior,
by Instituto Madison (youtube)

elultimoclamor.org
ommmadison@gmail.com
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To check the quotations in their original context, visit the official website,
and there check the English language, then copy and paste the
reference in the search window:
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